
      NEWTOWN United Methodist Church 

July 5, 2026 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

    Rooted in Faith. Growing in Christ. Serving with Love. 
 
Prelude                                     
                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Gathering Hymn                     “America the Beautiful”                          UMH #696 
 
*Call to Worship   
Leader: Today we gather with grateful hearts, giving thanks to God for the  

blessings of our nation and for the generations who have gone 
before us. 

People: We come to worship the Lord, whose faithfulness endures  
through every generation. 

Leader: As we mark America's 250th anniversary, may we remember that  
every good gift comes from God. 

People: We seek God's wisdom, justice, mercy, and peace for our 
nation and our world. 

Leader: Let us offer our praise to the One who is Lord over every people, 
every nation, and every age. 

People: With thankful hearts and hopeful spirits, let us worship God! 
Amen. 

  
*Opening Hymn                  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                 UMH #327 

                                      (Verses 1, 2, & 4) 
 
Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, we come before You with grateful hearts, giving thanks for 
Your faithfulness through every generation. On this day, as we recognize 

the 250th anniversary of our nation, we remember that every blessing we 
enjoy is ultimately a gift from Your gracious hand. As we worship You, fill 
us with Your Holy Spirit. Teach us to seek justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with You. Make us people of compassion, integrity, courage, and 
peace. Guide our leaders, strengthen our communities, and help us to be 
faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ in all that we do. Receive our praise, 
open our hearts to Your Word, and shape us into the people You are 
calling us to be. May all that we say, sing, pray, and hear today bring glory 
to You alone. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith                         UMH #881  

Old Testament Reading              Micah 6:1–8                        Pew Bible pg. 861    

                  
Special Music     “America (My Country, ‘Tis of Thee)”       arr. S. DeCesare   

Bridgette Johnson, Soloist 
 
*Gospel Reading              Matthew 5:13–16                          Pew Bible pg. 4 
 
Message                       "What Makes a Nation Great?"          Pastor R. Brailsford 
 
Pastoral Prayer 

*Hymn                         “God of Grace and God of Glory”                     UMH #577 
                                   (Verses 1 & 4; trumpet interlude) 

 
Invitation to Generosity  

Offertory                 
                      

*Response                      Doxology, UMH #94 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 



*Offertory Prayer 

Invitation to Communion                                      UMH Pg.13   
                     (Gluten Free available)                                                                      
                                                                                  
Passing of the Peace 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 
*Closing Hymn              “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”                   UMH #717 

    (Verses 1, 3, & 5) 

                                  

*Dismissal and Blessing 

*Postlude:    

*Please Stand if able 
                           
 
                                                                             
Guest Musicians 
We are grateful to welcome Bridgette Johnson, soloist, and Levi Rozek and 
Conner Dieck, trumpet, who are sharing their gifts with us in today’s America 
250 worship service. 
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