
     NEWTOWN United Methodist Church 

February 22, 2026 – First Sunday in Lent 
 

        

   
Prelude  
 
Choral Introit                             “That Priceless Grace”                     arr. J. Helgen
                                                                                     
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Gathering Hymn      “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”         UMH #269  
                        (Verses 1, 2, & 5) 

                            
*Call to Worship                  

 

Leader: In seasons when life feels uncertain and we find ourselves in  
wilderness places, we remember that God is our refuge and our 
dwelling place. 

People: We come trusting that the One who shelters us will also 
strengthen us. 

Leader: When we are tempted to take easy paths, to grasp for control, or to  
secure our own safety, 

People: We choose to stand on God’s promises rather than our own  
shortcuts. 

Leader: As Jesus was tested in the wilderness, yet remained faithful, 
People: So, we gather to be formed in trust, courage, and obedience.
  Amen. 
           

*Opening Hymn                “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”              UMH #110  
              (Verses 1, 2, & 3) 
                                 

 
 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy and faithful God, as Jesus was led into the wilderness, lead us now 
into this hour of worship. Strip away the distractions that cloud our vision 
and the voices that compete for our loyalty. Quiet the noise within us so 
that we may hear Your truth clearly. In this season of Lent, expose what is 
false in us, strengthen what is faithful, and form in us the mind and heart 
of Christ. As we worship, speak to us. As we listen, shape us. As we leave, 
send us strengthened for the journey ahead. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith                      UMH #881 
 

Old Testament Reading       Deuteronomy 26:1–11              Pew Bible pg. 180 
 
Choral Anthem                 “Walking on Our Way with God”              arr.  J.S. Cool  
                                                                      
Gospel Reading                       Luke 4:1–13                           Pew Bible pg. 61 

                                                               . 
Sermon Series           The Inner Work of the Cross      Pastor Rodney Brailsford 
                                 “The Wilderness Reveals You” 
                                                                                                   
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.        
 
*Hymn                                             “The Summons”                         TFWS #2130  
              (Verses 1, 2, & 5) 
 
Invitation to Generosity  
         
Offertory                                                                                              Instrumental 



*Response                      Doxology, UMH #95 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
*Closing Hymn                “Take My Life, and Let It Be”                          UMH #399  
 
*Dismissal and Blessing 
 
Postlude              
 
 
*Please Stand if able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Church Phone Number: 215-968-2662  

Our website is newtownumc.com 
Our e-mail address is numc1@verizon.net 

 

        

                Newtown United Methodist Church 
35 Liberty Street 

Newtown, PA  18940 
Rev. Rodney Brailsford, Pastor 

Kathy Mershon, Administrative Assistant 
Duomi Liu, Choral Director/Organist 


